The significance of alcohol misuse in the dental patient.
This paper presents a general overview of the consequences of alcohol use and misuse in dental patients. Current guidelines for sensible drinking, screening tools for alcohol use and medical problems associated with alcohol misuse are highlighted. The dental management and oral sequaelae of alcohol misuse and dependency are also discussed. Patients who misuse alcohol will seek dental care. This paper discusses the identification of this group of patients and the implications for their management.